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Students at Jacksonville State University received word on Wednesday, April 1 that
university housing would close for the remainder of the spring semester, effective April 7. 
This came as a surprise to some, while others expected the decision to close housing would
be made amid the rapid spread of COVID-19 throughout Alabama and the United States. 
“University residence halls and apartments will close Tuesday, April 7,” said Don
Killingsworth, the acting president of JSU, in an email to students. “Students with
extenuating circumstances may apply for an exemption if unable to vacate at this time.”
Freshman student Madison Brooks said the process of moving all of her belongings out in
a short time window was quite stressful for her and that the entire experience was “awful”.
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“I believe I was given a couple of days to sign up for a move-out time at my dorm,” said
Brooks. “Arranging this in such a short time was stressful because I had to arrange for my
working parents to be able to help me. Not to mention they only allowed two helpers, and
moving in I remember having at least 3 family members and 3 housing staff helping.”
Brooks said that she had some help moving out of her dorm in Curtiss Hall from her
parents and couldn’t “imagine how those that live out of state whose parents can’t come
help feel”.
“It felt bittersweet,” she said about moving out. “It was like freshman year ended the day I
moved out even though we have online classes.”
Though Brooks was dissatisfied with her moving out experience, she felt that the decision
to close housing was the right call.
 “I think it was in the best interest of everyone that they close the dorms,” she said. “They
made the right decision because communal living spaces harbor bacteria quite easily.
Leaving them open could have put hundreds of students at risk to those who have been in
contact with COVID-19 patients.”
Brooks said she would be moving back home with her parents to complete the spring 2020
semester, but having to do so has definitely affected the way she does her school work. 
“On campus, I had access to a high speed internet, the library for resources, and easy-to-
access teachers,” she said. “At home, it is hard to finish work with distractions and the wifi
is terrible. Any option of fast wifi like coffee shops are closed to the public.”
Morgan Stout, who is also a freshman, experienced many different emotions when she
learned she would be moving back home with her parents until next fall. 
“I was definitely upset when I heard that the dorms were closing as it meant I would not be
seeing my friends for a while,” said Stout. “I was also somewhat stressed trying to figure
out how and when to move my stuff out.” 
Like many students, Stout anticipated the closure of university housing and was ready in
the event that the decision was made.
“I was already thinking we were going to have to move out so I did have some sort of plan,”
she said. “However, I don’t think the people that were planning on staying were given
enough notice.”
Abigail Curtis, a student who resided in Logan Hall, said that she was glad classes were
being moved to online to help stop the spread of COVID-19. 
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“For the rest of the semester I am going to continue with my online classes as well as
working at a nutrition store here at home. I work at Downtown Nutrition and since we sell
meal replacement shakes, we are considered essential. So I have been going to work.” 
Curtis said that her experience moving out was “simple” and that she believes she was
given plenty of notice to move out.
“As soon as the school switched to distance learning I went home,” she said. “After being
told that we would not resume in-person classes, I selected a day to move out of my dorm
and turn my key in.”
On Tuesday evening, the university announced that it would adopt a pass/no credit grading
policy for the spring 2020 semester, allowing eligible students to prevent their final grade
this semester from affecting their grade point average.
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April 8, 2020
JSU adopts pass/no credit grading policy due to COVID-
19 pandemic
jsuchanticleer.com/2020/04/07/jsu-adopts-pass-no-credit-grading-policy-due-to-covid-19-pandemic/
Scott Young, News Editor
Jacksonville State University announced on Tuesday evening that the university will adopt
the pass/no credit grading policy for the spring 2020 semester. The policy will apply to
most undergraduate and graduate students.
“I understand this has been a trying time for everyone on campus,” said Don Killingsworth
in an email to students. “We hope this policy eases some of the stress, while also ensuring
that students receive the education they deserve.”
The pass/no credit grading policy will allow eligible students to choose a “pass” or “no
credit” option after letter grades are posted on May 1 for spring 2020 courses. A student’s
cumulative grade point average will not be impacted by either option.
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Grades will be assigned as normal and once they are posted, the university encourages
students to review their grades and determine which courses they will request the options
for.
However, students are not required to use the pass/no credit grading policy. According to
the university, the policy is for students “who may feel their grades have suffered as a result
of the COVID-19 situation”.
In order to receive the “pass” option, a student must have received a “C” or higher in the
course, or a “D” or higher in certain instances. A “pass” option indicates that you have
received the credits for a class toward graduation requirements.
All “F” grades will be converted to “no credit”. “D” grades will be converted to “no credit”
except in special situations where a “D” may be converted to “pass” for certain
undergraduate students. “No credit” indicates that a student has not completed the course
satisfactorily.
An electronic request form will be available by May 1 at 4:00 p.m. where students can
request the pass/no credit option. The deadline for graduate students to submit their form
is May 1 at 4:00 p.m. and for other students it is May 8 at 3:30 p.m.










The Student Government Association is hosting elections on April 14 from 12:01 a.m. to 4
p.m., where students will be able to log into their MyJSU and vote.
Listed below is a short introduction of each of the candidates running for positions on the
executive board for the Student Government Association at Jacksonville State University,
including some personal information and their goals and ideas for their time in their
elected office.
Vice President of Public Relations:
Brooke Robinson
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“My name is Brooke Robinson. I am from Pell City, Alabama. I’m a sophomore majoring in
Communication with a focus in Public Relations and a double minor in Marketing and
English. I have a lot of hobbies. I really enjoy baking, cooking, and occasionally crafting. I
have been involved with organizations all my life. In high school, I felt like I was constantly
on the go. I thought things would change when I got to college, but they speed up even
more and I love it.  At JSU I’ve been involved with organizations such as: Zeta Tau Alpha,
Zeta Phi Eta, Freshmen Forum, JSU Ambassadors and the college democrats. I’ve always
had a leadership quality about me. I am running for SGA Vice President of Public
Relations. This position is all about connecting with the students and social media.
Everything begins with communication. One of my life skills is communicating. I want to
communicate with all students about all the involvement opportunities which take place on
campus. I will be the link to help provide communication between administration, faculty
and the students at JSU. While there are many goals I have for this position. One main goal
would be to communicate and market all of SGA’s advocacy efforts to the entire student
body, faculty and citizens of area communities.” 
Vice President of Student Senate:
Cindy Danini
“Hey everyone! My name is Cindy Danini, and I am a current sophomore from Attalla,
Alabama. I am so honored and excited to be running for Vice President of Student Senate
for Fall 2020-Spring 2021! For those who don’t know me, I’ve been involved with Student
Senate, The National Society of Leadership and Success, Acapella Choir, and am a former
STU 101 peer mentor as well as a former Freshman Forum member. I have a huge passion
for music and leadership, as these past two summers I have been a music instructor for
Plainview High School’s marching band program. I have found my purpose through
serving others, and through the leadership positions I have held, I’ve gained significant
experience that has helped me become who I am today. I am a business management
major, and plan on using my degree from JSU to begin a career in Human Resources and
later open a self-funding nonprofit organization in the future.
The VPSS position has been something I could only dream of doing. Because of my
involvement in the Student Senate and the YMCA Collegiate Legislature Conference in
Montgomery, I am confident that I will be able to uphold the high standards of VPSS.
While serving in the Executive Office, I plan on expanding on the foundation that current
VPSS Jerod Sharp has built for the Student Senate by passing meaningful legislation,
building better connections with the Faculty Senate, and strengthening our bond with the
student body. Along with this, I would like to make the Student Senate a more prominent
organization on campus through media and events, among other things. I also plan on
taking advantage of our meeting times by interacting with other organizations, inviting
speakers, and hopefully participating in more philanthropic events.”
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Vice President of Student Activities:
Sawyer “Scout” Spears
“Hello everyone! My name is Scout Spears, and I am running for Vice President of Student
Activities. I am a Junior Business Management major. I am from Jacksonville, Alabama
and I have lived here since I was born, so Jacksonville is the place I have always called
home. I am also a proud member of the Pi Kappa Alpha fraternity here at Jacksonville
State. In my free time, I love to do CrossFit and CrossFit competitions. I am a CrossFit
coach at CrossFit Thelo in Jacksonville where I love to teach classes. 
I also have a student Job here at JSU in the Dean of Students office where I have really
been able to learn about SGA and what it involves. I have worked every home football
tailgate since I have been at JSU and have gotten the opportunity to help set up and work
different SGA events. With the VP of Student Activities position, I will make sure the
students voices are heard. My plan is to take all suggestions from students for different
events they would like to have on campus. I would then make a vote on social media and let
the students decide on the events they would like to have. I would reach out to every
student through their school email asking what events they would like to have.
With uncertainty about what campus life will look like over the summer and fall semester,
not only will I take suggestions for events, but I already have some ideas for remote events
(in the event we are not able to return to campus). My first idea is a talent show where
students submit videos of any talents they have and give the students the opportunity to
vote for a winner. This would be a great way to give the students a chance to still be
involved in events on campus without having to physically be on campus.”
Alayah Washington
“Greetings Gamecocks,
My name is Alayah Washington, a sophomore studying Sports Management. I was born
and raised in Montgomery, Alabama. All of my life, I have had a deep love for sports and
the way they bring people together. My mother, an evangelist and youth minister, has
always had a love for planning events in an effort to unify them. When you put those two
together, you find the source of my passion for this position. As a candidate for the Vice
President of Student Activities position, I plan to use my passion for people to continue to
build the love and sense of community within JSU. My involvement at JSU has given me
irreplaceable life skills, friendships, and opportunities that every student should
experience. My largest goal is to give each organization, especially smaller ones, a chance to
have a platform to reach all students through numerous activities and events. During my
time at JSU, I have quickly learned that there is a place for everyone, students just need to
find it. I strive to make that task easier for every student.”
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Vice President of Organizational Affairs:
Gabriel Alvarez
“My name is Gabriel Alvarez and I am a business marketing major here at Jacksonville
State University. I am from Southside, Alabama. I am vice president and cofounder of the
JSU men’s soccer club. I am passionate about helping organizations grow because I know
how much enrichment they can bring to the lives of students. I also know about the
struggles of beginning a new club. One idea I would like to implement is mixing between
clubs. This includes ideas as well as members. This would allow for smaller clubs to learn
valuable skills such as recruiting and fundraising from successful organizations around
campus. This would also allow for members of clubs to see other organizations that they
may be interested in. Another goal of mine is to help more students learn how to start
clubs. This can be a confusing process as most students, although interested in starting an
organization, are unaware of the procedure to do so. 
Overall, my goal is to help the students of Jacksonville State University find things they are
passionate about and enrich their lives.”
Garrett Harrelson
“My name is Garrett Harrelson, I am a senior studying Political Science, and I will be
pursuing my Master of Public Administration degree here at JSU. I have had the pleasure
of being the president of the campus video gaming club, JSU Level Up, and the JSU
chapter of Pi Sigma Alpha. My time running my own club has prompted me to run for
VPOA this coming year. My goals as the VPOA can be summed up in three short words:
collaboration, vigor, and simplicity. 
First, I aim to encourage the student body and their organizations to work in collaboration
with not only the University, but also with their fellow organizations. I have previously
assisted with the implementation of this policy by participating in JSU Gaming Day at the
library. Both JSU Level Up and the JSU Tabletop & CCG Club, in collaboration with the
Houston-Cole Library, organize a day-long retreat from the stress of finals week every
semester.
My second goal as VPOA is to engage the office with vigor, in order to bring to the table
everything a student organization needs to succeed. In my tenure as an organization
leader, I have experienced many diverse problems and issues that organizations face, from
interpersonal issues to administrative and financial challenges. As VPOA, I want to be
there for students, offer guidance, and support them through the challenges of navigating
the University landscape.
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Lastly, I want to provide an opportunity for organizations to simply and plainly understand
the paperwork and processes required of them by the Administration. I know all too well
how intimidating filing these forms can be, so that is why I want to help guide
organizations through this rigorous process. I have spoken with several other leaders of
different organizations, and they mostly agree: having a guiding hand in this process is a
must in order to let our organizations succeed. 
If these ideas are what you want to see in the VPOA, then I am your candidate. I encourage
you all to please share my platform and vote for me on April 14th.”
Auburn McKee
“Hey Gamecocks! My name is Auburn McKee and I am from Birmingham, Alabama. My
passions are meeting new people, spending time with family, and being outdoors.  I am
beyond honored and excited to be able to run for Vice President of Organizational Affairs!
When I first became a student at JSU, having the opportunity to run for VPOA became an
instant dream of mine! Once I became a Student Senator, my dream of being VPOA
immensely rose! My platform for my campaign is Suicide Prevention in honor of the
“SM;LE ORGANIZATION”. I am currently majoring in Business Marketing. The
organizations I am involved in have completely prepared me and taught me how to be
successful if elected the next VPOA! Here are the organizations that I have been a part of
while being a student at JSU: Zeta Tau Alpha, Freshman Forum, SGA Student Senator, JSU
Football Recruitment Team, National Society of Leadership and Success, Church of the
Highlands ONE Campus Group, and 2020 Rho Gamma! Leadership positions in
these organizations include: ZTA Service Chairman, whereas I was responsible for
organizing community service activities, and an advocate for campus life by being on the
Student Senate Campus Life Committee!
My main goal if elected as VPOA is for our student body to be entirely confident in
knowing that I am HERE FOR YOU JSU! Along with that, I feel as if it is very important
for EVERY ORGANIZATION gets the same amount of recognition and publicity as the
bigger organizations on campus! My three specific goals if elected as the next VPOA
include: 1) Honoring and recognizing every organization on campus for the hard work that
they do, 2) Creating an “Organization Spotlight” so that students can become more familiar
with the organizations that JSU offers, and 3) Providing resources to organizations that
plan on hosting events. Stay Cocky!”
Katelyn ‘Katie’ Wolf
“Hello! My name is Katie Wolf and I am honored to announce that I am running for Vice
President of Organizational Affairs (VPOA) in this year’s SGA election. I am from Helena,
AL and this semester I will graduate with my undergrad in History. In the fall I will be
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returning to JSU as a graduate student in the History program. Since I was a Junior, I have
been the president of JSU History Club. This opportunity has taught me so much about
what organizations need to be successful. I truly loved every minute of serving in this role
and working with my fellow history club members. Another organization that I have been
involved with is Student Senate. I have been a student senator for the past year. Working in
the student senate opened so many doors for me. That experience allowed me to work
closely with the current VPOA as well as develop positive professional relationships with
those that work in the Dean of Students Office. If elected as VPOA I have two major goals
that I want to work towards. Firstly, and most importantly, is to be an advocate for all JSU
organizations on campus. I want organizations to know that, if I am elected, my focus will
be to ensure that they have someone they can turn to that will bring their questions and
concerns to the proper people. This way we can work on building solutions and helping
organizations grow in their success. My other major goal will be to bring more
transparency to all the ways the Dean of Students Office can currently help organizations
thrive as well as work to develop new ways! This would include things like bringing
organizations more involvement with the allocation process, as well as creating a list of
pre-approved fundraisers for organizations to run. I hope that I can count on your support
in the SGA election on April 14th. Be sure to vote before 4pm that day!”
President:
Kathleen ‘Kate’ Seibert
“Communications Major, concentration in Public Relations, Minor in Political Science.
Smiths Station, Alabama
If elected president, one of my goals is to continue to have communication from students to
administration. This year I’ve helped students obtain information, solve their issues, or
point them in the right direction to help find an answer. I want students to know that I
know their name, I know their face, and I take their issues personally. Nothing is too big or
too small.
I also want to keep bringing students together. Our campus has weathered a lot of
adversity in just a few short years, and we’ve proven ourselves to be strong enough to
handle it. I believe that with a strong leader, our students will be able to bond together on
all levels, from all walks of life. President Herrera has done a wonderful job making sure
that students are included on our campus, and I learned many things from him, especially
how to fight for the ones who others want to silence. He has been a wonderful example of
uniting people and I hope that I can continue to follow his footsteps.
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This year I served on a committee to create a “Social Norms” campaign for our campus. We
were set to debut this spring, but we’ve had to postpone. I would really like to continue
working to promote this campaign and create a safer campus. The campaign was geared at
cultivating conversations about topics that some people may see as taboo, but the point is
to break the stigma and make our campus a place where these topics can be discussed
openly. We had topics like sexual assault, abusive relationships, domestic violence, safe
partying habits, mental health awareness; a lot of topics that are relevant to our area. I
think it’s important that we raise these questions and make these conversations happen.”
Jerod Sharp
“Hometown: Sylvania, Alabama
Major: Biology with a focus in Cell and Molecular Biology
Minors: Chemistry and Forensics
Passions: 
Judicial reform has always been one of my biggest passions. As a student senator I wrote
multiple pieces of Legislation to expand on the position of the Student Judiciary Advocate
as well as the judicial procedure that should take place if a candidate is charged with an
infraction. As VPSS, I have worked very closely with the Director of Community Standards
and Student Ethics in regards to the Student Code of Conduct as well as Judicial Boards for
students facing charges of misconduct.  
Legislation is another huge love of mine. I have interpreted pieces of legislation for
President Ulises Herrera during his term and I have guided many Senators on where to
start with the Code of Laws changes they had in mind.
Research would be my last passion. I am currently performing Western Blotting research
with Dr. Sauterer in the Biology Department (I won’t bore you with the details). 
And of course I love people too!
Platform: 
First and foremost I want to continue this trend of enhancing communication between the
administration and students, and I want said communication to be as transparent as
possible. As VPSS, I was one of the main supporters of having SGA Town Halls and I also
moderated the two we had this academic year. 
Secondly, I want to ensure that the SGA is efficiently representing the diversity of the
Student body and their needs by actually utilizing the appointed officials within the SGA. I
want these positions to go to work for the Students and to not simply use it as a title. 
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Thirdly, I want to expand on the “Day of Unity” to include an event where all of the Student
Presidents across campus come together to be celebrated for the hard work they are
putting in to their respective organizations which in turn make this university as great as it
is!
Lastly, I stand by President Ulises Herrera’s hope for a sexual assault awareness campaign.
I have a fantastic relationship with the Title IX Coordinator and with her help I know we
can get this done! 
Interesting fact: 
I was elected to the Sylvania Town Council in the summer of 2016 becoming the youngest
elected official in the state.”
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Review: ‘Tiger King’ proves that no one is innocent
jsuchanticleer.com/2020/04/06/review-tiger-king-proves-that-no-one-is-innocent/
Josie Howell, Sports Editor
The Netflix documentary ‘Tiger King’ has recently captured all of America’s attention.
There is not a single word in the English dictionary that would perfectly sum up the insane
series. This documentary includes illegal tiger selling, polygamy, gay rednecks and murder
schemes.
The main character of the docu-series is none other than Joe Schreibvogel, or better known
as Joe Exotic. Exotic has his own zoo right in his backyard called the G.W. Zoo in
Wynnewood, Oklahoma. However, this is not the most interesting thing about Joe. 
Throughout the series, Exotic has such an eye-catching personality, that he is filming what
was supposed to be a reality show. No matter how much of a mess this man is, you can’t
help but look and want more. 
We learn early on in the series that Exotic was not only able to score two husbands at once,
but two self-claiming heterosexual husbands. Exotic is said to be able to do this by
supplying them with endless amounts of their drug of choice. John Finlay, his first
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husband, with meth and Travis Maldonado, his second husband, with endless amounts of
marijuana. We especially see this with John Finlay as he has only about three immediately
visible teeth from Meth use.
This shows us that no matter how much we want to like Exotic and his flamboyant
personality, he isn’t the most innocent person. Maldonado felt so trapped in this
relationship that he committed suicide just to get out, but it seemed that Exotic did not
seem to feel any sort of personal responsibility for his second husband’s death and basically
put on a one-man show during his funeral. 
Finlay has since gotten a divorce from Exotic and is not only in a new relationship with a
woman named Stormey Sanders, but has finally gotten himself new teeth. If there is
anyone in this series we 100 percent root for, it’s John Finlay.
Exotic has since married yet another heterosexual man, or more specifically, a 24-year old
boy. It seems that Exotic hasn’t yet learned from his previous mistakes. 
The next character we come across is Doc Antle who is basically just an upscale, somehow
more narcissistic version of Joe Exotic.  We see that both of these men own their own Zoo
that have primarily big cats along with multiple spouses that help them with their
businesses (Antle having about four wives compared to Exotics two husbands). 
The primary difference between Exotic and Antle is that Antle has seemingly no likeable
qualities. They’re both obvious narcissists, but Antle seems to be unashamedly narcissistic.
The fact that he pretty much abuses the women who work for him is just the cherry on top.
Antle demands that these women exploit their sexuality for business purposes, makes them
work 18-hour days, seven days a week with absolutely no days off, not even Christmas or
Thanksgiving, for 100 dollars a week at the most and puts his apprentices that don’t have
sex with him in horse stalls to sleep in at night.
We see this abuse come to light in the interview of one of Antle’s previous apprentices,
Barbara Fisher. Fisher compares the work environment to a cult; you can leave at any
moment, but you are so brainwashed that you feel like you have no other option other than
to stay.
Fisher also emphasized that all of the workers were supposed to call him Bhagavan, which
is another word for “lord”. Antle may have money, but there are no absolutely no apparent
qualities about him that even closely justify him being called lord.
We continue to see Antle’s abuse when we learn that he made Fisher get a boob job (again
for business reasons). She emphasized that the only reason she was fully willing to do it
was so that she could finally get a few days of rest during her recovery time. 
2/4
While Antle may be a more upscale, sophisticated version of Joe Exotic, he has many more
evil qualities with absolutely no sense of reality.
Last but not least, we are introduced to the infamous Carole Baskin. Baskin owns Big Cat
Rescue Animal Sanctuary and has dedicated her life to shutting down people like Joe
Exotic and Doc Antle who exploit big cats like tigers and lions for money. 
Baskin’s main concern with people like Exotic and Antle is the breeding, illegal selling and
petting of the animals. However, even though Baskin doesn’t breed her cats nor let people
pet them, she still charges people to see these big cats in cages that she supposedly rescues.
Baskin goes on a whole rant about how tigers specifically need multiple square miles of
space to run, hunt and just live in general. Yet, when she rescues these big cats, she sticks
them right back into cages, some of these cages seemingly smaller and dingier than those at
Antle’s and Exotic’s zoos.
Baskin and her husband have spent probably millions of dollars shutting down the
livelihood of Exotic and Antle, but is making money in pretty much the same way that they
are, all the while not paying any of her employees and continuing to make millions.
Baskin spends most of the series convincing everyone why she is the good guy in this battle
against owners of big cats, but most of America is less than convinced. However, just like
Joe Exotic, this is not the most interesting thing about her. 
For the past 22 years, Baskin has been accused of murdering her millionaire, cheating
husband. The entire story of her life is something straight out of a soap opera. 
After a weak investigation by law enforcement, Baskin was found not guilty. However, due
to the popularity of the docu-series that explains every possible theory of the sudden
disappearance of her husband, the case has been reopened.
It is hard to believe that someone who added to her husband’s will “in case of my
disappearance” right before he actually disappeared and threatened to kill him multiple
times, didn’t actually do it. 
What is seemingly more incriminating is that Baskin did not seem to be upset in any sort of
way in the 1997 interview shown in the series right after his disappearance. Baskin is seen
to be laughing off the accusations more than anything, as she seems to do about everything
throughout the entirety of the series. 
The last scandal out of many that we see within the series is Exotic’s attempt at murdering
Carole Baskin, which he was proven guilty of through texts sent through his burner phone.
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It seems as though Exotic stopped joking about wanting Baskin dead on his web show and
was actually looking to get her killed once he reached his absolute lowest point after losing
his zoo.
Thanks to Basket Case Baskin, Exotic was in jeopardy of losing his zoo that he spent 20
years building, and out of desperation, he basically made a deal with the devil, or in other
words, Jeff Lowe. 
In summary, Jeff Lowe, a felon and swinger, becomes fed up with Exotics senseless
spending (like funding his actual campaign for president of the United States then
governor of Oklahoma) and takes full ownership of the zoo and kicks Exotic to the curb.
Exotic is a bit crazy in the first place and has some apparent anger issues, so the fact that
he tuned to murder when pushed as far as he was, while not at all justified, isn’t surprising. 
While Joe is rightfully serving time for his murder for hire scheme and many wildlife
charges, most people agree that Baskin should be serving time as well. She is anything but
innocent, even if it’s just in the moral sense and not proven guilty legally. 
Hopefully in the future, we will be able to see Exotic redeem himself, Baskin be brought to
justice and Doc Antle be held accountable since being called out for his cruel behavior. If
so, a part two would be more than necessary.
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I need to get something off my chest here. I wish that there were more genuine, honest
people that lived their life to spread positivity on things and would learn to settle their
differences aside and be civil to each other.
I say this because too many times there are times where I can’t hold a civilized
conversation with anyone when it comes to a difference of opinion. For many that don’t
know, I will be honest with you: I am a Christian Conservative, but that’s beside the fact.
I personally don’t think it makes it any more right for people to be labeled off of just their
beliefs and values on whether they are a good person or not. At the end of the day, it only
matters how the person treats you (specifically) and others around them. Your actions are
reflected on by what your character shows about you.
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Politics and religion is just an opinion that everyone has a right to believe in what they
want. With that being said, it doesn’t make it right to say what other people believe in
means that they’re bad people just because they believe something different from what you
believe in.
I honestly believe that that is what is wrong with our society today. We are to a point that
people are judged for what they believe in and that alone defines their character.
Let me give you an example of why this is an absurd way of thinking that. Take me for
example. In 2016, I voted for Donald Trump.
All of that aside, from what you know me to be from my character as a person, does that
still make me a bad person to you? If you know me of who I am based off of my actions,
then it shouldn’t change what you think of me now!
The same should apply to everyone else on an individual standpoint. It’s so frustrating to
me that people are so quick to jump ship on others immediately as soon as they see a
difference of opinion. Who wants that? Honestly?
I guarantee you if you married someone or were close friends with an individual and you
had the same exact beliefs down to the core as them, you would have nothing to learn off of
that person and make a lifelong bond with them. If anything, you would be bored to death
being with that person all your life. That’s the beauty about human personalities in general.
We are all different.
Take it from me, if someone seems great to you, then they most likely are! Don’t let the
differences of what they think influence you to feel different about them as a person.
We all have differences in beliefs. And if we allow our differences aside, we can be civil
about it and get along.
At the end of the day when it regards me personally, just remember this. I always will be
the same person as you know me to be to you.
Let’s take this and learn to continue to treat people with respect and be everyone’s friend
regardless of your difference of opinion with them. Why? Because it is of good character of
nature to do so. It is also just the right thing to do. It’s called being a decent human being.
And after all, we are ALL not perfect, right? We are ALL human.
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Cody Shaw, Special to the Chanticleer
Jacksonville State University is among the best campuses in the nation. The student-
teacher ratio is bearable, there are several things to do on and off campus, plenty of good
eats both on and off campus, excellent facilities, including a new recreation center and
even plans to expand the university. 
Times are looking up if you are a Gamecock. The only problem is that no one is there to
enjoy it because of the outbreak of COVID-19.
This virus has stopped all campus activity, and eventually stopped most “nonessential”
activity around the country, but Gamecocks, we’ve seen this before. We saw this two years
ago when a tornado ripped through our beloved campus, our home. 
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I have been at Jacksonville State since 2016, and I have seen time and time again where we
have put aside our differences and come together as a family when it mattered most. I
watched our campus heal from what some said was unhealable. I saw students crying
together and comforting each other in that crisis. I saw students opening what they had to
others to heal the wounds. I’ve seen students come together to help one another in times of
need. 
When I think of JSU, I think of strength, unity, community, family. JSU is a family.
Faculty, staff, students, alumni. We all come together when our backs are against the wall.
Well, today is no different. 
We are facing an unseeable threat. It hasn’t ripped apart our buildings, or knocked down
trees, but it has caused our family to go our separate ways for the time being. It has
canceled sporting events, concerts, club meetings, and campus classes and clinicals. What
it has not done is broken our Gamecock spirit. We have overcome, we are overcoming, we
will overcome. 
Check on your friends, practice social distancing, wash your hands and face, sanitize and
above all, remain calm. This too shall pass.
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